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Overview
• Marked increase in enrollment of minority students, 

primarily Black or African American students, 
between 1993 and 2004.

• Gap in SAT scores between white students and 
Black or African American students is similar to 
state and national gap, though less pronounced.

• Collegiate academic performance of African 
American or Black students is lower than that of 
white students and places them at greater risk to 
drop out without earning a degree.

• While one-year retention rates of African American 
or Black students is comparable to that of white 
students, six-year graduation rates are about 8-
10% lower for African American or Black students.



Demographic Profile of 
Undergraduates

Fall 1993
3,297 undergrads
63.9% Female
56.3% Full-time
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Fall 2004
3,268 undergrads
67.5% Female
71.2% Full-time



Increase in Population of African 
American or Black Students

The numbers and 
percentage of African 
American or Black 
undergraduates 
increased from 496 
(15.0%) in 1993 to 
807 (24.7%) in 2004.
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Major Field of Study By Race/Ethnicity

0.2%0.3%0.8%1.8%4.2%25.4%67.3%2937Grand Total

0.0%9.8%90.2%41History

0.0%14.3%85.7%7Music Education

0.7%2.1%3.4%5.5%14.4%74.0%146Undecided

0.2%0.2%0.2%1.7%2.5%16.7%78.4%473Education (all)

1.1%2.1%4.2%16.8%75.8%95Fine Arts

0.0%20.0%80.0%5Allied Health

1.5%1.5%6.0%20.9%70.1%67Engineering

2.4%7.1%21.4%69.0%42English

2.2%6.5%8.7%21.7%60.9%46Pre-Pharmacy

2.4%4.9%22.0%70.7%41Chemistry

11.1%22.2%66.7%9Industrial Math

0.2%0.2%1.0%2.8%4.4%23.0%68.5%505Business

0.5%2.0%2.5%4.0%26.1%64.8%199Biology

0.8%2.4%3.2%27.4%66.1%124Communications

0.4%0.8%0.6%3.3%28.8%66.2%518Nursing (all)

2.6%10.5%28.9%57.9%76Math & Comp Science

0.6%0.6%1.8%4.2%29.3%63.5%167Exercise Science

4.2%0.0%33.3%62.5%24Interdisciplinary Studies

0.7%1.5%5.2%33.6%59.0%134Psychology

4.9%9.8%36.6%48.8%41Political Science

2.3%4.0%50.8%42.9%177Sociology

Other
American 
IndianAsianHispanicNo Report

African 
Amer/BlackWhiteAll

Major



SAT score distribution of USCA FT 
Freshmen Entering Fall 2004
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HS Class Rank of USCA FT 
Freshmen Entering Fall 2004
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Fall 2004 USC Semester GPA
Academic performance as measured by semester grade 
point average is related to three variables:

• Gender
• Race/Ethnicity
• Class Level (Hours Earned)

Semester Grade Point Average By Class Level, Gender and Race/Ethnicity

Senior

Junior

Sophomore

Freshman

-0.582.623.20-0.362.653.01

-0.502.563.06-0.322.492.82

-0.512.452.96-0.572.012.59

-0.541.972.50-0.282.032.31

Difference
Afr Amer
or BlackWhiteDifference

Afr Amer
or BlackWhite

WomenMen



Freshman Fall 2004 Semester GPA
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Freshman Fall 2004 Semester GPA
Women
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Freshman Fall 2004 Semester GPA
Men
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Freshman Fall 2004 Semester GPA
Men
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Freshman Fall 2004 Semester GPA
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One-Year Retention Rates
Retention of Full-Time, Baccalaureate-Seeking, First-Year Students
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Six-Year Graduation Rates
Graduation of Full-Time, Baccalaureate-Seeking, First-Year Students in Six Years
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Graduation & Retention Rates
Retention of Full-Time, Baccalaureate-Seeking, First-Year Students
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