THE MONEY GAME: A SIMULATION

     The purpose of a simulation is to teach you about something by allowing you to experience a simplified version of it. The challenge in creating a simulation is to find a balance between making it simple enough to see what is going on but at the same time not oversimplify it so much that it no longer represents anything realistic. This first simulation is designed to teach you a number of things about political behavior.  Your task is to play the game as best you can and then think about what happened and figure out what it means. 

Game Objective: To make as much money as you can without helping or hindering the other team.

Instructions: I will divide you into two teams and then separate the teams. Each team must choose a color, red or black. You can choose in whatever way you wish, by voting, by discussing until you reach a consensus, allowing one person to choose, or whatever. You will have about 5 minutes to choose. Then you must write your decision on a folded piece of paper so that I can show it to the other team. After each team has chosen for this first round, the money awarded will be determined from the "payoff matrix shown below." Then we will proceed to the next round, in which the entire process begins again, choosing colors, writing the choices down, and determining the payoffs. The game lasts for EIGHT rounds.

Pay-off Matrix:

                             If A plays        and B plays          A gets          B gets
                              black                 black                   +$3              +$3

                              black                   red                     -$5              +$5

                                red                  black                   +$5              -$5

                                red                    red                     -$3              -$3

Scoreboard:

                                                                  Round Number 

                       1             2             3             4            5            6            7            8     Total
Team A:                

               ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Team B:

     After you have completed this game, look at the scores for each round as you kept them above, and think about why it came out that way, and what you could have done to change the outcome.  Who won and why? How could you have done better? What does this game reveal about your political competence? As you shall see, this game reveals much about politics! 
