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Please complete all short essay assignments using this template.  Before beginning, please be sure to double-click in the header (the area at the top of the page) to insert your name and the date of the assignment in the proper place.  The page number will update automatically if you go over into a second page.  Please also choose a title for your essay, and keep the title in ALL CAPS.


Your essay should be no longer than 350 words.  Microsoft Word will give you a word count for the entire document in the bottom-left corner of your screen.  It is important that you should offer some coherent thoughts, and that you should get to them quickly in the little space you have.


Each essay must choose one of the articles for the week in the Stinebrickner text, and must respond to all of the Critical Thinking questions at the end of that article.  However, it is not acceptable to reply to each of the questions in turn, as if making a list of your answers.  You must integrate your replies to the questions into a single essay.  A reader should be able to know how you would reply to each of the questions because your whole essay answers all of them.


You would be wise to follow the easiest formula for writing a short essay, if you are unsure of how to proceed.  A first paragraph should introduce the whole topic, and offer a thesis statement.  Two or three paragraphs should make very specific arguments that support your thesis.  A final paragraph concludes by re-stating your thesis.  


Your essay will be graded primarily for the quality and clarity of thought.  However, so far as spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc. obscure the quality and clarity of your thought, those things matter, too.  Be certain that the essay you submit is one you wish to have graded.
