        2009 Aiken County Survey [FILL IN TOP SECTION AFTER INTERVIEW COMPLETED] 10-21-09
1. ID # ___ ___ ___   Phone # ___ ___ ___ ‑ ___ ___ ___ ___   Interviewer ___________________

2. Exchange:  1) Aiken     2) North Augusta     3) other        [CIRCLE CODES FOR ANSWERS] **********************************************************************************************************************************************

3. We’ll start with health care. How would you describe the current health care system in the U.S.?  Is it: 

     1) badly broken       2) ok, but has a few problems       3) or is it pretty good      [DO NOT READ] 4) ns/dk  
4. Some people say that any problems with health care in the U.S. can be fixed with a little regulation and more competition. Others say that we should have a single-payer system funded by public money. Which do you think would be better?    1) regulation and competition      2) or a single payer system    [DO NOT READ] 3) ns/dk
5. Compared to health care systems in nations like Germany and France, do you think that health care in the U.S.:
               1) costs less per person,       2) costs about the same,       3) or costs more?        4) ns/dk

6. When you think about Medicare, do you see it as a program that is mostly: 

      1) run by the government,        0) or is it mostly run by the private sector?            2) ns/dk
7. Who do you think is more satisfied with their health care system, Americans or Europeans in countries like Germany or France, or is there no difference?   3) Americans   1) Europeans    2) no difference      4) ns/dk
8. People have different opinions about Medicare. How do you feel about the Medicare program? Do you feel that it is:      4) excellent       3) good       2) fair       1) or so bad that it should be scrapped        0) ns/dk
9. Are you or anyone in your household on Medicare?    1) yes      0) no      2) ns/dk
10. How about Medicaid?   1) yes      0) no      2) ns/dk
11. Veterans Health Care?         1) yes      0) no      2) ns/dk
12. the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) ?    1) yes      0) no      2) ns/dk
13. how about employer provided health insurance?  1) yes      0) no      2) ns/dk 

14. how about a private plan bought as an individual?      1) yes      0) no     2) ns/dk 
15. How generally satisfied are you with the quality of whatever health insurance you currently have? 

  4) very sat    3) moderately sat   2) mod dissat   1) very dissat    0) or do you have no health insurance    5) ns/dk                                                                                                               
16. [SKIP IF NO HEALTH INSURANCE] How worried are you that you might lose your current health insurance? 
 1) very worried  2) moderately worried  3) slightly worried 4) not worried at all 0) have no health insurance  5)ns/dk
17. Have you or a household member ever been dropped from medical insurance without good reason?  
                      1) yes          4) no          5) ns/dk 
18. Has a health insurance company ever denied you or anyone in your household coverage for a procedure that the doctor thought necessary?            1) yes        4) no        5) ns/dk 
                                                                       [all costs, including insurance]
19. How would you describe the affordability of basic medical care for you and your family? Is it:

  4) easy to afford,   3) somewhat difficult to afford,   2) very difficult,   1) or impossible to afford right now?  5) ns/dk
20. Would you favor or oppose regulations to stop insurance companies from using preexisting conditions to deny people coverage?        1) favor      0) oppose     2) ns/dk
21. Do you favor or oppose stopping insurance companies from limiting lifetime maximum benefits? 
           1) favor       0) oppose       2) ns/dk                                           [total $ that can be paid over your life] 
22. As long as the federal government helps pay the cost for low-income people, would you favor or oppose requiring all Americans to buy health insurance?        1) favor         0) oppose       2) ns/dk
23. Would you favor or oppose the government offering a public plan that would compete with private health insurance—it would be something like Medicare, but for people of any age who don’t like the insurance they have.       
            1) favor         0) oppose        2) ns/dk      
24. From everything you have heard or read in the news so far, do you favor or oppose Barack Obama's plan to reform health care?               1) favor       0) oppose      2) ns/dk
25. Do you think Barack Obama is planning to have the federal government completely take over health care?

          1) yes, take over       0) no, not take over      2) ns/dk
26. Do you think Barack Obama’s health care reforms are designed to cover illegal immigrants?
          1) yes, does cover       0) no, does not cover       2) ns/dk
27. Do you think Barack Obama’s health care reforms are designed to cover abortions?

          1) yes, does cover       0) no, does not cover       2) ns/dk
28. Do you feel that Barack Obama has been really trying to work with Republicans in Congress on health care reform?        0) yes, really trying       1) no, not really trying      2) ns/dk
29. Do you believe, as some people do, that Barack Obama is really a Muslim?  1) yes    0) no   2) ns/dk
30. Moving on to other topics, what do you think should be done about Gov. Sanford?

      Should he resign?    1) yes      0) no     2) ns/dk

31. If he does not resign, should the legislature remove him from office or should he finish his term?    

         1) yes--remove       0) no—finish term      2) ns/dk 
32. There has been more talk in recent months about the flying of the Confederate Battle Flag on the statehouse grounds in Columbia. Do you think it should be kept there or should it be removed?
       1) kept there               [DO NOT READ] 2) mixed feelings            3) removed            4) ns/dk
33. Do you generally consider yourself to be a Democrat, Republican, neither one, or what?  [IF "DEMOCRAT" OR "REPUBLICAN" ASK:]  Are you a strong or weak ________?   [IF "NEITHER ONE" OR IF THEY USE THE TERM "INDEPENDENT" OR SAY THEY "VOTE THE PERSON" OR "ISSUES", ASK:]  Do you lean to the Democrats or Republicans?
     1) strong Democrat                                                     5) leaning Republican    

     2) weak (moderate) Democrat                                    6) weak (moderate) Republican

     3) leaning Democrat                                                   7) strong Republican

     4) insist they are independent,                                   8) other: [SPECIFY]  ____________________
        neither, issues, or person                                          
34. If you were forced to choose, which qualities are more important in political leaders?  [READ] 

        1) understanding people and helping them                           3) or strength, discipline and self-reliance   

                                                            [DONOT READ] 2) insist both equal
I will name some groups that are active in politics. For each group, would you say that it has too much influence, just about the right amount of influence, or too little influence?

35.  the health care industry:   3) too much       2) about the right amount       1) too little       0) ns/dk

36.  the elderly:       3) too much          2) about the right amount           1) too little         0) ns/dk
37.  Hispanics:       3) too much          2) about the right amount           1) too little         0) ns/dk
38.  blacks:       3) too much          2) about the right amount           1) too little         0) ns/dk                                                                                                                                                        

39. Which of the following comes closest to describing your views on politics? [READ ANSWERS] 

    1) liberal       2) slightly liberal        3) middle            4) slightly             5) or conservative         6) none/ns/dk
                                                            of the road        conservative                    
40. Which of the following best describes your regional identity? [READ ANSWERS]
      1) non-southerner     2) converted southerner      3) native southerner       4) other ____________ 

                                            [not born, but feel like]
41. How many days in the past week did you read about politics in a printed newspaper?  ______   [0-7

42. How many days in the past week did you read about politics on the Internet? _______       0 FOR D/K]

43. How many days in the past week did you listen to political stories on the radio? ________

44. How many days in the past week did you see political news on television? ______

45. Religious fundamentalists are those who strongly believe that the Bible must be interpreted literally and that it is the perfect word of God. Based on that statement, do you consider yourself to be a religious fundamentalist?     
                                                        1) yes          0) no             
46. Thinking back to the 2008 election, for whom did you vote for President?     
            1) Obama           2) McCain          3) somebody else __________           5) or were you not able to vote
Just a few more questions now. We need a little background information for statistical purposes.

47. Starting with the first grade, how many years of formal education have you completed?
      ______  years [HS-12; ASSOC DEG-14; BS/BA-16; MA-18; PhD-20]

48. What is your age? ___​​_____ 

49. In which one of the following ethnic groups would you classify yourself?

     1) white                2) black               3) Hispanic              4) or some other ethnic group? _____________
50. Finally, I'm going to read a list of family income groups.  Just say "stop" when I reach the level that best describes your family's income last year.
 1) less than $15,000       2) $15 to $20,000       3) $20 to $25,000       4) $25 to $30,000        5) $30 to $35,000

6) $35 to $40,000            7) $40 to $50,000       8) $50 to $75,000       9) $75 to $100,000    10) over $100,000
                                                 Thanks very much.  I enjoyed talking with you.
 51. [DO NOT ASK ‑‑ CODE AFTER INTERVIEW]   Gender:   0) male   1) female
