APSY 350 - Principles of Learning and Behavior Honors Section 501
Spring, 2009
3 Credit Hours - MWF 10:00 - 10:50 A.M.

Instructor:  Dr. Edward J. Callen 
E-mail address:  edc@usca.edu       Phone:  641-3218

Office:  Penland Building # 212

Psychology Department Office:  Penland Building # 226

Instructor Home Page:  http://www.usca.edu/psychology/callen/home.html
Office Hours: Monday    - 11:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

                       Wednesday - 11:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

                        Friday - 11:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.             



        and by appointment

Required Textbook:  Domjan, M. (2003).  The principles of learning and behavior (5th ed).  Wadsworth  Publishing.
     


additional research readings may be assigned

Grading Policy:  There will be a total of 2 major examinations during the semester, each worth a possible 100 points. Exam 2 will include only the material covered in class since the first exam.  There will also be a final exam which will cover the material after Exam 2 and will also contain some material from the two previous exams. The final exam will be worth a possible 150 points.  The date of each exam will be announced at least one week before it will be given, and the final exam will be given in the designated time slot during final exam week.  There will be 10 “Monday Morning Quizzes” worth a possible 7 points each.  The lowest 3 quizzes will be dropped, for a total of 50 possible points. These will be short quizzes over the material covered in the previous Friday’s class lecture and corresponding portions of the text. Missed quizzes will be scored a 0 and cannot be made up regardless of the reason.  A research term paper will be required during the second half of the semester and will be worth a possible 100 points.  This will be a literature review in the area of learning and will be discussed in greater detail in class.  Students are also required to conduct library journal reading assignments worth a possible 50 points.  These are described on a separate page.  Finally, class participation, homework, and miscellaneous class activities will contribute a possible 50 points.  
There is one additional requiremens for the Honors portion of the course.   Honors students must read the book Walden Two by B.F. Skinner (1976 version, it is in paperback form and can be found on Amazon or found in the library).  A 8-page minimum paper summarizing various aspects of the book and integrating the book with the class lectures/readings on principles of operant conditioning will be worth 75 points and is due by April 10, 2009.  

The final grade will be based on the total number of points accumulated out of a possible 675 points (at least 90% of total points needed for a grade of A, 80% for B, 70% for C, 60% for D).  No make-up examinations will be given unless prior arrangement and approval has been made with me before the exam date.  If you do not get my approval for a makeup exam before the day of the exam, that examination will be recorded as a 0 unless you provide a signed and dated notice from an emergency room physician.  Do not call the department secretary and leave a message that you are sick and will miss the exam.  

Class Attendance and Email Policy:  Students are expected to attend all classes, on time.  It will be extremely difficult to succeed in this course if class lectures are missed.  In addition, since class participation contributes to you grade, remember that you cannot participate in class if you do not attend class. Students should also check their USCA email account regularly, as assignments and other information will be sent to the class. Students should also check BlackBoard regularly for announcements and class participation opportunities.
Cell Phone Use and Laptop Policy:  Any use of cell phones during class is highly distracting and disrespectful. Thus, the use of cell phones is not permitted during class time for any purpose and they are to be kept turned off and out of view inside pocketbooks, knapsacks, etc. Any student whose phone rings during class is hereby asked to leave the class (no need to wait for me to ask you to leave).  Cell phones distract other students from learning, disrupt lectures, and create an environment in which events outside the classroom appear to be more important than those occurring inside the classroom--precisely the kind of environment none of us wants or needs for our classes. With respect to laptops, you are welcome to use your laptop in this class, but only for class-related purposes (e.g., note-taking). No other use of the laptop (e.g., instant messaging, internet surfing) is allowed, and students doing so will have their laptop priviledges rescinded.

Disability Statement:  If you have a physical, psychological, and/or learning disability which might affect your performance in this class, please contact the Office of Disability Services, 126A B&E, (803) 641-3609, as soon as possible. The Disability Services Office will determine appropriate accommodations based on medical documentation.

Departmental Mission Statement: The mission of the USCA Department of Psychology undergraduate program is to educate students in the knowledge, research techniques, basic and applied perspectives of the various subfields of psychology, and the appreciation of psychological values, in an individualized learning environment, involving classroom, laboratory, and applied experiences.  This course is an integral part of this mission.
Academic Responsibility:  Note that the University Honor Code is in effect in this class (see the USCA Student Handbook for a full version) and all students must adhere to this honor code.  Any breach of this code can result in a failing grade.

The following statement should appear on all major examinations and assignments:

"On my honor as a USCA student, I have neither given nor received any unauthorized aid on this assignment/exam. To the best of my knowledge, I am not in violation of academic honesty." 

_______________________ signature

Your instructor values good writing in this course. Please remember that the written work that you produce in this class can be included in your rising junior writing portfolio. For further information on the portfolio requirement please consult your USCA Undergraduate and Graduate Studies Bulletin or visit Dr. Lynne Rhodes, Director of Writing Assessment, or the Writing Room.

Coursework: It is the policy of the Psychology Department that work submitted for completion of the requirements of this course must not have been previously submitted for the completion of requirements in any other course. Simultaneous submissions are also disallowed.
Textbook Readings:  The order of material to be covered during the semester is outlined on a separate handout sheet along with assigned chapter readings.  It is the student's responsibility to read the assigned chapters as the corresponding topics are covered in class.  Additional research readings will be assigned in class.  Certain assignments and readings will be posted on BlackBoard, so all students will need to have an active BlackBoard account and access it regularly.  If you are not familiar with this technology, see me.
Principles of Learning and Behavior

Course Outline

Topic                                        



    Domjan Chapter          

============================================================

Introduction to Learning

             


1            

Elicited Behavior



   

2            

Pavlovian Classical Conditioning Foundations


3            

Pavlovian Classical Conditioning Mechanisms        

4        

EXAM I (TBA)

Operant Instrumental Conditioning - Foundations  

 5         

Schedules of Reinforcement




 6

Motivational Mechanisms

                   

 7         

Stimulus Control of Behavior



              8

EXAM  II (TBA)

Extinction






9

Aversive Learning





10

Cognition and Complex Learning



11,12


 

FINAL EXAM (FINAL EXAM WEEK)

Note:  Order of topics subject to change.

Course Goals and Objectives

1.  To understand the mechanisms involved in the two basic forms of learning, classical and instrumental learning, and to be able to understand how they may operate separately or interact to influence performance.

2.  To understand the historical development of principles of learning and behavior as well as to understand the different methodological techniques employed to study such learning.

3.  To be able to read, analyze, and understand research articles in the area of learning and behavior.

4.  To understand the importance and relevance of studies of animal learning for application to human learning situations.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL JOURNAL READING ASSIGNMENTS
          All students are responsible for reading and reporting on research articles presented in psychology journals housed in the USC Aiken library.  Students must report on 5 articles on 5 separate topics, for a maximum of 10 points each, and a maximum semester total of 50 points.  The articles must be selected from the journals listed on the next page and the same journal may not be used more than once to complete the five total assignments.  To complete each assignment, the student must do the following:

1.  Go to the first floor of the USC Aiken library and find an issue or set of issues from the following list of journals.  Remove the issue from the shelves and take it to a desk.  You may also use electronic search engines such as PSYCHINFO or SCIENCEDIRECT to find an article of interest to you.  If you are unsure how to do this the reference librarians will assist you. 

2.  Find an article related to the appropriate topic choices indicated below.

3.  Read the complete article and try to comprehend as much of it as you can.

4.  On a 8 1/2" x 11" paper, type the following information (use a maximum of two pages):

· Your name                                  Topic

· Article Title, Author, Year, Journal Name, Volume, and Page Numbers

· What was the General Purpose of Study?

· What Subjects were used in study (Include total number, sex, species)

· How was the study conducted?

· What were the results? How many graphs and tables were included?

· How is this article related to the assigned topic?

5.  Photocopy the first page of the journal article.  This page should include the abstract or summary of the article.  Staple this page to the top of your report.
6.  This is an independent project.  Do not do the same article as a friend.  The great number of research articles available from many years of journals makes it highly unlikely that I will receive two of the same articles from two different people.  I will monitor this.

7.  BE VERY CAREFUL TO AVOID PLAGIARISM.  This is a very serious offense and will be punished accordingly.  The words and sentences in your journal reports must be yours, not the journal authors’.  If you are unclear about what constitutes plagiarism, ask your instructor.  With the first assignment, all students must include and sign the following statement:

  _____ I have read the information on plagiarism located at

http://www.chem.uky.edu/courses/common/plagiarism.html

8.  You must upload a copy of your summary to Blackboard Safe Assignments before the start of class on the due date, and a hard copy of your summary along with the copy of the first page of the article must be turned in no later the START of class (10:00 am) on the assigned date.  Summaries submitted after this will receive 0 points. The assigned topics and due dates are:

                Topic                                                        Date Due         

1.  Habituation and Sensitization
                     
        2/6         

2.  Inhibitory Conditioning                        
        2/27           

3.  Reinforcement and Instrumental Conditioning       3/20          

4.  Extinction


                                  4/6            

5.  Avoidance Learning                        

        4/24          

Select Journals only from the Psychology Journals List (separate sheet)

Psychology Journals

Adolescence

Behavior Therapy

Behavioral Neuroscience

Behaviour Research And Therapy

Cognitive Psychology

Developmental Psychology

Gerontologist (W/The Journal Of Gerontology)

Journal Of Abnormal Psychology

Journal Of Applied Social Psychology

Journal Of Autism And Developmental Disorders

Journal Of Behavior Therapy And Experimental Psychiatry

Journal Of Clinical Psychology

Journal Of Community Psychology

Journal Of Consulting And Clinical Psychology

Journal Of Experimental Child Psychology

Journal Of Experimental Psychology: General

Journal Of Experimental Psychology: Animal Behavior Processes

Journal Of Experimental Psychology: Human Perception And Performance

Journal Of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, And Cognition

Journal Of Experimental Social Psychology

Journal Of Gerontology

Journal Of Memory And Language

Journal Of Personality

Journal Of Personality And Social Psychology

Journal Of Personality Assessment

Journal Of Research In Personality

Journal Of The Experimental Analysis Of Behavior

Learning And Motivation

Memory And Cognition

Mental Retardation

Perception And Psychophysics

Psychophysiology

Psychology of Addictive Behaviors

Journal of Gambling Studies 

Animal Learning & Behavior

The Quarterly Journal of Experimental Section B: Comparative and Physiological Psychology 

Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology 

Journal of Anxiety Disorders—

Journal of Behavior Therapy and Experimental Psychiatry

Journal of Clinical Psychology and Psychotherapy

Journal of Counseling Psychology

Journal of Psychopathology and Behavioral Assessment 

Journal of Experimental Social Psychology 

Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology, 

Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin 

Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience 

Annual Review of Neuroscience 

History of Psychology 

Addictive Behaviors

The Journal of Studies on Alcohol
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