APSY 101 - Introduction to Psychology - Fall, 2008
3 Credit Hours - MWF 10:00 - 10:50 A.M.

Instructor:  Dr. Edward J. Callen 
E-mail address:  edc@usca.edu       Phone:  641-3218

Office:  Penland Building # 212

Psychology Department Office:  Penland Building # 226

Instructor Home Page:  http://www.usca.edu/psychology/callen/home.html
Office Hours: Monday    - 11:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

                      Wednesday - 11:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

                       Friday - 11:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.             



        and by appointment

Electronic Office Hours:  24 hours per day, 7 days a week (e-mail edc@usca.edu)

Required Textbook:

     Myers, D. G. (2008).  Exploring Psychology (7th ed.).  Worth Publishing.

The required text has a website students can use that is a great resource. There are flash cards, tutorials, reviews, demonstrations, and online quizzes that you can take to prepare for class, quizzes, and exams. 

The web address is: http://www.worthpublishers.com/myers
Optional Textbook:

     Straub, R. O. (2008).  Study guide to accompany Myers' Exploring Psychology.  Worth Publishing.

Grading Policy:  There will be a total of three major examinations, each worth a possible 100 points, for a semester total of 300 possible points.  Each exam will include only the material covered in class since the previous exam.  Thus, the final exam will not be cumulative but will cover the material after Exam II.  These three exams will be objective and each student will be responsible for bringing a Scan-Tron computer answer sheet and a pencil to class on the test date.  There will be 10 weekly Friday quizzes administered during the semester, each worth 10 points.  The quiz material will be selected from the assigned chapter material not covered in lectures, and possible quiz questions will be posted on BlackBoard the day before each quiz (Instructions to use BlackBoard will be provided in a separate handout).  The two lowest quizzes will be dropped and the highest 8 will count toward a possible 80 points. Missed quizzes will receive a grade of 0 and may not be made up.  Students are also required to conduct library journal reading assignments worth a possible 50 points.  These are described on a separate page.  Students also are required to participate in psychological research worth a total of 50 points.  This is described below.  Finally, class participation, homework, internet assignments, out-of-class and in-class activities will contribute a possible 50 points.  The final grade will be based on the total number of points accumulated out of a possible 530 points. No make-up examinations will be given unless prior arrangement and approval has been made with me before the exam date.  If you do not get my approval for a makeup exam before the day of the exam, that examination will be recorded as a 0 unless you provide a signed and dated notice from an emergency room physician.  Do not call the department secretary and leave a message that you are sick and will miss the exam.  

Class Attendance and Email Policy:  Students are expected to attend all classes, on time.  It will be extremely difficult to succeed in this course if class lectures are missed.  In addition, since class participation contributes to you grade, remember that you cannot participate in class if you do not attend class. Students should also check their USCA email account regularly, as assignments and other information will be sent to the class.  Students should also check BlackBoard regularly for announcements and class participation opportunities.
Departmental Mission Statement: The mission of the University of South Carolina Aiken Department of Psychology is to educate students in the knowledge, research techniques, and basic and applied perspectives of the various sub fields of psychology in an individualized learning environment.  This course is an integral part of the departmental mission.

Disability Statement:  If you have a physical, psychological, and/or learning disability which might affect your performance in this class, please contact the Office of Disability Services, 126A B&E, (803) 641-3609, as soon as possible. The Disability Services Office will determine appropriate accommodations based on medical documentation.

Academic Responsibility:  Note that the University Honor Code is in effect in this class (see the USCA Student Handbook for a full version) and all students must adhere to this honor code.  Any breach of this code can result in a failing grade.

The following statement should appear on all major examinations and assignments:

"On my honor as a USCA student, I have neither given nor received any unauthorized aid on this assignment/exam. To the best of my knowledge, I am not in violation of academic honesty." 

_______________________ signature

Your instructor values good writing in this course. Please remember that the written work that you produce in this class can be included in your rising junior writing portfolio. For further information on the portfolio requirement please consult your USCA Undergraduate and Graduate Studies Bulletin or visit Dr. Lynne Rhodes, Director of Writing Assessment, or the Writing Room.

Coursework: It is the policy of the Psychology Department that work submitted for completion of the requirements of this course must not have been previously submitted for the completion of requirements in any other course. Simultaneous submissions are also disallowed.

Cell Phone Use and Laptop Policy:  Any use of cell phones during class is highly distracting and disrespectful. Thus, the use of cell phones is not permitted during class time for any purpose and they are to be kept turned off and out of view inside pocketbooks, knapsacks, etc. Any student whose phone rings during class is hereby asked to leave the class (no need to wait for me to ask you to leave).  Cell phones distract other students from learning, disrupt lectures, and create an environment in which events outside the classroom appear to be more important than those occurring inside the classroom--precisely the kind of environment none of us wants or needs for our classes. With respect to laptops, you are welcome to use your laptop in this class, but only for class-related purposes (e.g., note-taking). No other use of the laptop (e.g., instant messaging, internet surfing) is allowed, and students doing so will have their laptop priviledges rescinded.
Experimental Subject Participation:  Introductory Psychology students are required to participate as subjects in ongoing Psychology faculty research projects as part of the introductory course.  The participation will conform to the following guidelines:

1.  You must complete 3.0 credit hours (180 min) of experimental participation.  Experiments will vary in the amount of credit time received.  It is dependent upon how much actual time is required of you.

2.  During the semester, several opportunities will be provided for students to sign up for experimental participation.  An Experiment Sign-up bulletin board is located next to the Psychology Lab (Penland #206).  Once you agree to participate, you must show up for the experiment at your scheduled time and place.  Failure to do so will result in a loss of point credit in addition to a point penalty.  Your required participation will be worth 50 total points.  There will be a 10 point penalty for each time you fail to attend your scheduled experimental session, which will be subtracted from your overall total points.  Excused absences from experimental participation will follow to same policy as excused absences from class.

3.  While several opportunities will be provided during the class for you to sign up for experimental participation, you should not wait until the end of the semester to sign up.  It cannot be guaranteed that opportunities for participation will be available in the last two weeks of classes.  You should check the 101 Experiment Sign-up board for opportunities regularly.

4.  If you do not wish to meet this requirement by participating in psychological research, an alternative requirement involving a research paper and an equal amount of time is available.  You must let the instructor know if you wish to meet the requirement in this alternative manner no later than October 15.

APSY 101 - Introduction to Psychology – Course Outline
     The order of material to be covered during the semester is outlined below along with assigned chapter readings.  It is the student's responsibility to read the assigned chapters as the corresponding topics are covered in class.

                        Order of Topics

          Topic                                            Chapter in Myers

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

 1.  Introduction to Psychology                               1

 2.  Biological Bases of Behavior                            2

 3.  Sensation and Perception                                  5

 4.  Consciousness                                                   6

                             ----------  

                             Exam 1

                             ----------

 6.  Developmental Psychology                                 3, 4 

 7.  Learning - Classical & Operant Conditioning     7
 8.  Learning - Memory and Cognition                      8
 9.  Motivation, Emotions, Stress                              10, 11
                             ----------  

                             Exam 2

                             ----------

10.  Personality Theory                                             12
11.  Psychological Disorders                                     13    

12.  Psychotherapy                                                    14
13.  Social Psychology                                              15
                           ----------------

                           Final Exam

                           ----------------

Note:  Ordering of topics subject to change.

COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

1.  To understand what the field of psychology is concerned with and what psychologists do, all viewed within a historical context.

2.  To understand that psychology is empirical and investigates behavior in a scientific and theoretical fashion, and to appreciate some of the research techniques and tools used by psychologists.

3.  To gain an understanding of the basic processes of behavior, such as sensation, perception, learning, memory, and motivation, and how such processes are changed with development.

4.  To gain an understanding of the role of psychology in clinical domains and to understand abnormalities of behavior and how such abnormalities are treated.

5.  To understand how the behavior of an individual may be influenced by the behavior of others.

PSYCHOLOGICAL JOURNAL READING ASSIGNMENTS

     All students are responsible for reading and reporting on research articles presented in psychology journals housed in the USC Aiken library.  Students must report on 3 articles on 3 separate topics, for a maximum of 15 points each, and a maximum semester total of 45 points.  If you complete all three articles with a minimum score of 10 you receive 5 additional points for a possible total of 50 points.. The articles must be selected from the journals listed on the next page and the same journal may not be used more than once to complete the three total assignments.  To complete each assignment, the student must do the following:

1.  Go to the first floor of the USC Aiken library and find an issue or set of issues from the following list of journals. You may also use electronic search engines such as PSYCHINFO or SCIENCEDIRECT to find an article of interest to you.  If you are unsure how to do this the reference librarians will assist you. 

2.  Find an article related to the appropriate topic choices indicated below.

3.  Read the complete article and try to comprehend as much of it as you can.

4.  On a 8 1/2" x 11" paper, type the following information (use a maximum of two pages):

· Your name                                  Topic

· Article Title, Author, Year, Journal Name, Volume, and Page Numbers

· What was the General Purpose of Study?

· What Subjects were used in study (Include total number, sex, species)

· How was the study conducted?

· What were the results? How many graphs and tables were included?

· How is this article related to the assigned topic?

5.  Photocopy the first page of the journal article.  This page should include the abstract or summary of the article.  Staple this page to the top of your report.

6.  This is an independent project.  Do not do the same article as a friend.  The great number of research articles available from many years of journals makes it highly unlikely that I will receive two of the same articles from two different people.  I will monitor this.

7.  BE VERY CAREFUL TO AVOID PLAGIARISM.  This is a very serious offense and will be punished accordingly.  The words and sentences in your journal reports must be yours, not the journal authors’.  If you are unclear about what constitutes plagiarism, ask your instructor.  With the first assignment, all students must include and sign the following statement:

  _____ I have read the information on plagiarism located at

http://www.chem.uky.edu/courses/common/plagiarism.html

8.  You must upload a copy of your summary to Blackboard Safe Assignments before the start class on the due date, and a hard copy of your summary along with the copy of the first page of the article must be turned in no later the START of class (10:00 am) on the assigned date.  Summaries submitted after this will receive 0 points.

The assigned topic choices (choose one from each pair) and due dates are:

Topic                                                               Date Due

------------------------------------------------------------------------

1.  The Brain/Behavior or Perception                    9/29         

2.  Reinforcement or Child Development              10/27
3.  Schizophrenia or Anxiety Disorders                11/19
Select Journals only from the Psychology Journals List (separate sheet)

PSYCHOLOGY JOURNALS

Adolescence

Behavior Therapy

Behavioral Neuroscience

Behaviour Research And Therapy

Cognitive Psychology

Developmental Psychology

Gerontologist (W/The Journal Of Gerontology)

Journal Of Abnormal Psychology

Journal Of Applied Social Psychology

Journal Of Autism And Developmental Disorders

Journal Of Behavior Therapy And Experimental Psychiatry

Journal Of Clinical Psychology

Journal Of Community Psychology

Journal Of Consulting And Clinical Psychology

Journal Of Experimental Child Psychology

Journal Of Experimental Psychology: General

Journal Of Experimental Psychology: Animal Behavior Processes

Journal Of Experimental Psychology: Human Perception And Performance

Journal Of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, And Cognition

Journal Of Experimental Social Psychology

Journal Of Gerontology

Journal Of Memory And Language

Journal Of Personality

Journal Of Personality And Social Psychology

Journal Of Personality Assessment

Journal Of Research In Personality

Journal Of The Experimental Analysis Of Behavior

Learning And Motivation

Memory And Cognition

Mental Retardation

Perception And Psychophysics

Psychophysiology

Psychology of Addictive Behaviors

Journal of Gambling Studies 

Animal Learning & Behavior

The Quarterly Journal of Experimental Section B: Comparative and Physiological Psychology 

Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology 

Journal of Anxiety Disorders—

Journal of Behavior Therapy and Experimental Psychiatry

Journal of Clinical Psychology and Psychotherapy

Journal of Counseling Psychology

Journal of Psychopathology and Behavioral Assessment 

Journal of Experimental Social Psychology 

Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology, 

Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin 

Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience 

Annual Review of Neuroscience 

History of Psychology 

Addictive Behaviors

The Journal of Studies on Alcohol
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