Dual Enrollment FAQ
GENERAL QUESTIONS
What is dual enrollment?
Dual enrollment (DE) is an acceleration program that allows students to pursue an advanced curriculum and
simultaneously earn credit toward high school graduation requirements. Our goal is to help students enhance their high
school experience while experiencing the challenges of a collegiate classroom setting.
How many students participate in DE?
Typically, 125 or so high achieving local public, private and home-school students dual enroll at USC Aiken each fall and
spring semester.
How does dual enrollment differ from AP courses?
Advanced Placement (AP) students prepare for college by experiencing college-level coursework taught by high school
faculty. Students may receive college credit for the course if they score high enough on the AP exam. Dual-enrolled high
school students are taught by university professors and earn college credits the same way a college student would, by
taking and passing a college course with a “C” or better.
How long are dual enrollment courses?
USC Aiken’s semesters are approximately 15 weeks long. Fall semester runs from late August to early December. The
spring semester runs from mid-January to early May.
Will USC Aiken’s holidays and days out of class match up with my high school’s calendar?
No. Students should be aware that there is no collaboration between the university and high school calendars. There will
be days when you are out of class at the university but required to be at your high school – and vice versa. The biggest
issue to consider is usually spring break: USCA’s break is not tied to Masters Week but rather is usually the first week of
March. Be sure to consider this if your family tends to use Masters Week as a chance to leave town.
If I am home schooled can I take dual enrollment?
Absolutely. Usually approximately 20% of our DE students are home schooled. USC Aiken welcomes you and
encourages you to participate if you and your parent feel our coursework may be a good fit for your curriculum.
Are DE students successful in their college courses?
Usually. The vast majority of our dual enrollees over the last ten years have earned grades of “A” or “B” in their USC
Aiken courses. Some earn “C”s. It is fairly rare for a student to post a grade of “D” or “F”, but it’s not unheard of.
Students should be prepared to step up to the challenge and work hard, communicate with their faculty members and
make the most of their first college experience. Students who are willing to invest the time and effort are almost always
successful.
Is there a new student orientation for dual enrollees?
Yes. DE orientation will be held in August, with invitations and instructions going out to all admitted students in late June
or early July. Students must attend one of the two sessions in order to participate in fall classes. Options will be Monday,
August 3 at 6 p.m. or Monday, August 10 at 2 p.m. If you are not available for either session, you must contact the DE
coordinator to discuss other possibilities.
COST
How much does Dual Enrollment at USC Aiken cost?
Dual enrollees pay a greatly discounted tuition rate (approved by the USC Board of Trustees) for courses. Rates for
2020-21 will be set by the Board of Trustees in June 2020. The current rate is $66/credit hour (as compared to
$433.25/credit hour part-time SC resident tuition rate). There are also minor fees for public safety ($25 per semester

which includes parking permit) and technology support ($13 per credit hour). Costs of textbooks vary, but it is
recommended to plan for book costs to range from $75 – $150 per course.
Is there financial aid available?
The discounted tuition rate serves as the sole financial aid for the dual enrollment program. Students and/or their families
must be prepared to pay their tuition, fees and textbook costs.
When are tuition/fees due?
Academic charges are due in mid-August for Fall semester and early January for Spring semester. Book costs are due
when making your purchase in the Pacer Shoppe (the USC Aiken bookstore) or from another source.
TEXTBOOKS
How can I verify what textbooks I need for the courses I registered to take?
Once your schedule is finalized, visit www.bkstr.com/uscaikenstore, click on Textbooks on the horizontal menu at the top
of the page. Search for your course(s) using the department, course and section information. Some books may not be
listed or available until close to the beginning of the academic term. Don’t worry, they’ll be there in time!
How do I get my textbooks?
You are responsible for purchasing textbooks and can do so via the Pacer Shoppe (the USC Aiken bookstore) or from
other sources. Most students take care of purchasing books between the orientation session and the start of classes in
late August. Some choose to attend the first day of class before purchasing books.
REGISTRATION
What courses can I take?
USC Aiken offers a wide variety of courses for dual enrollees, typically freshman/sophomore level work in general
education areas such as the humanities (English, Visual/Performing Arts, History, Philosophy, etc), the social sciences
(Sociology, Psychology), and the STEM areas (math, lab sciences, etc). Other areas such as business are available but
less common. Please see the course list Excel file hyperlinked on www.usca.edu/DE for the detailed list of course
options.
Can I take online courses?
USC Aiken strongly discourages dual enrollment students from taking online courses, but will entertain requests from
students if they have a valid reason. Remember that one of the key goals of the dual enrollment program is to provide
students a glimpse at college life via face to face coursework led by a USCA faculty member. Dual enrollees can ask to
register for a seat in one of USC Aiken’s limited number of “mixed-mode” courses which combine both online and face-toface content.
How long are courses? How often do they meet?
Most DE courses are three “semester hours” of credit. This means they meet for approximately three hours per week.
Courses are usually held twice a week (75 minutes per meeting on Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday) or three
times a week (50 minutes per meeting on Monday/Wednesday/Friday). Lab sciences, foreign language and a few other
courses may count for four semester hours of credit and meet for longer times each week.
How many classes/credits can I take?
You can register for up to two courses (max eight semester credit hours) each Fall and Spring term. If you wish to take
more than two courses per term, you must submit a written/e-mailed request to the DE coordinator.
Which university courses should I take?
The purpose of dual enrollment is to prioritize meeting high school requirements while simultaneously gaining college
credits. Courses offered at USC Aiken will meet many of the requirements for SC high school graduation. Please discuss
questions with your school counselor or headmaster.
When and where are USC Aiken courses offered?
Courses are offered before, during, and after typical high school hours – all on the USCA campus. Please see the course
list Excel file hyperlinked on www.usca.edu/DE for the detailed list of course options.

Who can help me choose classes to register for?
USC Aiken’s Dual Enrollment coordinator can help guide you through the course selection process. (S)he will visit your
high school periodically throughout the year, typically including a detailed “advisement appointment” just prior to priority
registration periods (late March for Fall semester registration and late October for Spring semester registration). You are
welcome to e-mail or call the coordinator any time you or your parents have questions or need assistance. If you would
like to schedule an appointment to come in and sit down face-to-face on campus, that’s another option available to you.
How can I prepare for advisement/registration?
Review the course list Excel file hyperlinked on www.usca.edu/DE and pick a couple of courses that interest you.
I'm registered for classes. How do I find a copy of my schedule?
The DE coordinator will provide it to you shortly after registration (early April for Fall semesters and early November for
Spring semesters). Following orientation in August, you’ll be able to access your schedule and other tools online in the
Self Service Carolina (SSC) student portal.
What if I decide I’d like to change a class?
Contact the DE coordinator as soon as you think a change may be needed. Changes can usually be accommodated, but
earlier requests have a better chance of happening.
What is the difference between "Drop" and "Withdrawal?"
Drop allows students to remove courses from their schedule without penalty if they do so prior to the drop deadline.
Withdrawals remain on the student’s college transcript. The “drop date” is typically the end of the first week of classes
each semester. The “withdrawal deadline” is typically Oct. 31 for Fall semester and March 31 for Spring semester.
Can I drop or withdraw from classes on my own?
No! You must contact the DE coordinator to request changes to your schedule. (S)he will need to coordinate with your
school counselor to ensure that a change to your USC Aiken schedule will not cause problems for you at the high school.
PARKING PERMITS AND STUDENT ID
Where can I get my student ID and parking pass?
Instructions for student IDs and parking permits will be provided during the DE orientation in August.
How much do parking permits and student IDs cost?
The student parking permit is included in the $25 per semester Public Safety fee. Your first student ID is free.
Replacements cost $25.
ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS
What do I need to qualify for admission to dual enrollment?
Students should
• Be in the top 25% of your class and/or have a 3.5+ GPA on the SC UGP
• Have a score of 1020+ on the SAT or PSAT and/or 21+ on ACT/Pre-ACT
• Be enrolled in a College Prep or higher curriculum in high school
If I do not meet the requirements, can I get an exception?
Exceptions are not typically granted for this program but will be evaluated on an individual basis if requested by the high
school.
How do I apply?
Go to www.usca.edu/DE and follow the instructions you find there.
What’s the application deadline?
While late applications will be processed as quickly as possible, priority deadlines are March 1 for the fall semester and
October 1 for the spring. Students are strongly encouraged to apply by the priority deadline.

HIGH SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS
Can I take dual enrollment courses while also enrolled in AP courses at my high school?
Certainly. Many students combine both AP and DE courses during their junior and/or senior year of high school. It
requires dedication, solid time management and focus, but we encourage high achievers to pursue a rigorous curriculum
all the way to high school graduation.
Are dual enrollment courses weighted on my high school transcript?
Yes. DE courses carry the same weighting as AP courses in the South Carolina UGP GPA system. For more information
about the impact on your high school transcript, please consult with your school counselor.
Do all USC Aiken courses count for dual credit on my high school transcript?
While the vast majority of the courses listed on our DE course list will be recorded on your high school transcript, there are
some that may not be. For Aiken County Public School District students, look for the indicator on the list. For private
school students, please consult with your school counselor or headmaster.
DUAL ENROLLMENT AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
Will credits earned in the Dual Enrollment program transfer to other colleges and universities?
Dual enrollment credits may be used toward a USC Aiken degree. Because most courses taken by dual enrollees are
freshman-level courses (introductory “general education” subjects), the vast majority will also be transferrable to any
college or university. If a student plans to attend an institution other than USCA, it is the student’s responsibility to contact
the institution of interest to ask about their dual enrollment course transfer policies. Such information can typically be
found on an institution’s transfer admissions webpages.
Can my collegiate athletic eligibility be impacted?
No, participation in dual enrollment courses does not impact future collegiate athletic eligibility.
How do I order a transcript to be sent to other colleges/universities to which I am applying?
Log in to your SSC account, and under the “student records” tab look for the “Request Your Official Transcript” link. Find
more information at www.usca.edu/registrar/current-students/transcript-request.
Can I take dual enrollment courses after my high school graduation date?
No. You are eligible to participate in the dual enrollment program until the end of the spring semester of your high school
senior year.
If I want to continue at USC Aiken after graduating from high school, do I need to re-apply?
Yes, you will need to submit an application for freshman admission for your intended term
Can dual enrollment limit my access to future financial aid? Should I have any concerns?
Dual enrollment courses are college courses will become part of your official college transcript and be part of your
permanent collegiate grade point average, no matter the college you choose to attend. Therefore they should be taken
very seriously, and if things are not going as planned or if you have concerns about possibly earning a final grade below
an “A”, “B”, or “C”, it is important to contact the DE coordinator as soon as possible for a conversation regarding the drop
and withdrawal dates.
For South Carolinians planning to use the LIFE Scholarship as part of their college funding, the semester hours and GPA
earned in dual enrollment will count towards the LIFE renewal requirements at the end of your freshman year of college.
For the vast majority of students this is a positive result of dual enrollment, but if you post low grades then you will have a
GPA hole to dig yourself out of during your freshman year.
If you have specific concerns about financial aid please contact the Financial Aid Office at stuaid@usca.edu or the DE
coordinator.
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