June 23, 2017

USC Aiken Faculty and Staff,
The USC System’s Board of Trustees approved tuition and fee increases system-wide today,
Friday, June 23, 2017.
Below, please find a press release we are posting regarding the impact of this decision to our
campus.
Additionally, Cam Reagin, our vice chancellor for finance and administration, will send a note to
our students.
You will also find here the information released from USC this afternoon.
Have a great weekend,
Sandra Jordan, Chancellor

USC AIKEN ANNOUNCES TUITION FOR BUDGET YEAR 2018
The USC System’s Board of Trustees approved tuition and fee increases system-wide today,
Friday, June 23, 2017.
The general in-state tuition rate for USC Aiken will increase by approximately $153 (inclusive of
tuition and fees) per semester. This represents a 3% increase, one that all the four-year
comprehensive institutions within the USC System will experience this academic year.
“We have worked diligently this last year to communicate our university’s needs to the
legislature. Unfortunately, this year the legislature did not provide any additional funding to
higher education. In fact, it has passed on more costs directly to the institutions,” said Dr.
Sandra Jordan, chancellor.
“As USC Aiken provides a high-quality education, prepares students to contribute to the state
economy, and equips students with the skills they need to succeed, we will continue to constantly
look for ways to minimize costs to students and increase efficiencies.”
These adjustments will go toward mandated costs not covered by state appropriations.

Senior administrators and students alike have worked to try to keep tuition costs as low as
possible, especially during a challenging budget year.
“I have worked closely with the chancellor to articulate our students’ perspective to elected
officials. I know firsthand how hard Chancellor Jordan and our administration have worked to
keep our costs down,” said Spencer LaMunion, student government president.
“USC Aiken has one of the lowest tuitions in the state. The return on the investment for students
is immeasurable, especially knowing we enjoy small classes and individualized attention from
faculty.”
Based on the board’s decision, housing costs will increase by approximately $31 per semester
(based on double occupancy), and meal plan rates will go up slightly, approximately $30 per
semester for the plan most purchased by students.
“The USC Aiken administration, faculty and staff are dedicated to providing students an
exceptional and enriching educational experience – one that has repeatedly earned national
recognition, specifically by U.S. News and World Report,” said Cam Reagin, vice chancellor for
finance and administration.
“Additionally, we realize the significant investment students and their families are making in
education, and we are committed to being responsible stewards of state and tuition dollars.”
Students will receive a letter in the mail outlining the full rate schedule for the 2017-2018
academic year. Those students who may need assistance meeting their educational expenses are
encouraged to contact the USC Aiken Office of Financial Aid at (803) 641-3418.
“We are proud of our longstanding reputation for working with students to help them access
resources they may need to attain their educational goals, and for maintaining a net cost that is
lower than most of the institutions in the state. We are steadfast in our commitment to our
students' success,” Jordan added.
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New state budget follows familiar pattern; requires modest, yet critical tuition increase
As a new budget year approaches, the University of South Carolina is renewing its call for
additional public support of higher education. In the months ahead before the next legislative
session begins, university officials will be working with elected leaders, education advocates,

students, parents, employees, alumni and the business community to emphasize the critical role
higher education plays in the economic and overall wellbeing of South Carolina and its citizens.
The $8 billion state budget for fiscal year 2017-18 continues more than a decade-long pattern of
limited investment of state resources into higher education, leaving colleges and universities
once again assessing how they will operate with few, if any, new state resources. This pattern has
resulted in a continued shift from a state-supported system of higher education to one that is
mostly dependent on tuition dollars and drives up costs for students and their families.
Despite the continued insufficient funding, however, University of South Carolina President
Harris Pastides noted that school officials are encouraged by the progress made this year in the
conversation about the state’s responsibility to invest in the future through higher education.
“Among business leaders and in the hallways of the Statehouse, we can see momentum
beginning to shift back toward the interest of the student and we appreciate those who have been
willing to lead,” Pastides said. “We will continue to fight for more support of and investment in
higher education; and, we will continue to fight for the interests of South Carolina’s students —
an educated and competitive population is the key to our state’s economic and overall
wellbeing.”
USC Columbia student body president, Ross Lordo, a Fort Mill native, emphasized the
importance of students and parents getting involved in advocacy efforts.
“As Carolinians, we must continue to lobby our representatives to invest in our world class
institution which is closely aligned with the future prosperity of our great state,” says Lordo.
“Higher education must be a priority for our state if we are to continue to support and improve
the communities in which we live.”
Learn more about how to get involved.
USC and its campuses are a major economic engine for the state. All told, they have an estimated
$5.5 billion economic impact in South Carolina and contribute approximately $220 million in tax
revenue back to the state every year. The university also set a new record in 2016 for competitive
research funding, bringing in more than $250 million in sponsored awards.
USC Columbia is now the fourth fastest-growing flagship university in the country, and
maintaining a pipeline of skilled graduates in high-demand fields is key to growing existing
businesses, recruiting new industries and encouraging entrepreneurship in the Palmetto State.
For the University of South Carolina, the 2017-18 state spending plan provides a 1.9 percent
increase in its systemwide base budget, amounting to about $3 million. But those funds are offset
by a mandate costing $3.3 million to help shore up the state’s pension system as well as an
estimated $700,000 in increased health care costs.
That means USC will still receive less than 10 percent of its budget from state appropriations,
and despite the nationwide economic recovery since the Great Recession, South Carolina

lawmakers have chosen not to restore funding cut during the downturn. To learn more,
visit southcarolina.edu.
As a result, the USC Board of Trustees met on Friday, June 23 and voted to implement a modest
increase to account for the lack of state funding. The following changes were approved for the
2017-18 academic year:





A 3.46 percent tuition increase for the Columbia campus;
A 3 percent increase for the four-year comprehensive campuses;
A 3 percent increase for Palmetto College online;
A 3 percent increase at USC’s two-year Palmetto College campuses for students that
have completed more than 75 hours of coursework; and 3.46 percent increase for students
with less than 75 hours.

Next year’s tuition increases, and those in the previous six years, are still below the national
average for tuition inflation.
“It’s an unfortunate reality that in the absence of additional state funding, tuition increases are
one of the only tools available to cover rising costs and ensure USC continues to provide a
world-class educational experience to its students,” says Board Chairman John C. von Lehe Jr.
“The University has been and will continue to be a good steward of the funds invested in us by
the state, students and donors. The University has consistently been named among the most
efficient institutions of higher education in the country.”
Lordo also commented on the growing reliance on tuition to operate the university.
“Now, more than ever, the university will depend more on student-funding than state-funding,”
says Lordo. “The flagship higher education institution for the State of South Carolina must rely
on its students and their parents to fill the financial needs our state legislature has declined to
fund. The difficult yet unavoidable decision for a modest tuition increase is necessary to
maintain the world-class educational environment we, as students, experience at the University
of South Carolina.”
USC is moving ahead by making strategic investments of its own into areas that target
improvements in teaching, research innovation and student support.
Last month, the Columbia campus announced that all colleges and service units will contribute 3
percent of their respective operating budgets to academic enhancements. The plan will reallocate
approximately $17 million to support a range of important projects, including recruiting top
faculty, reducing class sizes for high-demand courses and creating new experiential learning
opportunities for students across academic disciplines, particularly those aligned with the
economic needs of the state.
“We must make these kinds of strategic investments in order to serve our students and the
address the future needs of the state,” says Provost Joan Gabel, who announced the reinvestment
plan last month.

