Winter 2022
Message from the Dean
Dear Alumni and Friends,
As we celebrate new beginnings in the New Year and the
Spring 2022 semester, we would like to update you with some
of the key School of Business Administration (SOBA)
initiatives and events that took place in the fall of 2021. It is
our sincere hope that you will continue to be proud of SOBA’s
focused attention on making a difference in the lives of our
students, USC Aiken, society, and all of our stakeholders.
We are pleased to report that during the December 2021
graduation, 157 individuals obtained either an undergraduate
or a graduate business degree from USC Aiken. As we
continue to deliver different business programs, the School of Business Administration
enrollment is experiencing a steady growth. Semester after semester, our new and returning
students continue to reenergize and inspire us. We are proud of all their talents and potential.
However, we recognize that attending college is a challenge for some of our students. In
SOBA, we respond to this challenge by providing internships a n d scholarships. While
internships open the professional development doors for business students, scholarships help
SOBA attract and keep a diverse student population. Since our last newsletter, several of you
have contributed to our business programs and endorsed our school’s mission. We are thankful
for all of your contributions, your continuous support of our efforts, and commitment to our
students’ success.
Since our last newsletter, SOBA faculty and staff have continued to meet the higher education
needs of South Carolinians and beyond. We are constantly learning new skills to deal with
challenging circumstances while remaining strong and determined to fulfill our mission
of Educating through Engagement. With a steady commitment to our students, university, and
society, SOBA faculty remain engaged in outstanding academic and industry-related research.
Their strong sense of service to our school, university, and community is exceeding all
expectations and requirements. In the classroom, the business faculty are discovering new
ways to manage large classes, while bringing inspirational lessons to life. Needless to say,
SOBA faculty are constantly seeking opportunities to improve our students' academic
experience at USC Aiken.
Community engagement and partnership building are SOBA ways of ensuring that we make a
difference in our society. Every time we celebrate our graduating class and welcome them to
the Pacer Alumni family, we are sad to say goodbye to our students. However, through our
dedication to maintaining strong relationships with our alumni and external stakeholders, SOBA

is ensuring that we remain a part of our alumni's and our community’s future. With desire to
stay connected to our alumni, as well as our guiding sense of service to the community, SOBA
organized the Inaugural Women in Business Luncheon on October 29, 2021. We invited five
successful businesswomen, USC Aiken alumni, to help us educate current business students
and our Aiken community. Business experiences, as well as stories of SOBA’s impact on
alumni careers and personal growth, were shared during this event. The Women in the
Business luncheon allowed SOBA to welcome almost 100 individuals to our campus. We hope
to continue this and other community engagement and educational efforts in the future. Above
all, it is our wish that you will be a part of our efforts to make a positive societal impact and to
Educate through Engagement.
Finally, and once again, I must share with you how honored I am to serve as the interim dean
of the School of Business Administration. My top priority in this role has always been to
advance SOBA and to bring it to new heights. This job would not be possible without the
continuous support of my business faculty and staff, USC Aiken administration, and our
amazing Aiken community, which includes the Business Advisory Council. I am forever thankful
and appreciative for their unreserved support. We are pleased to report that, in the fall of 2021,
USC Aiken began its search for the next leader of SOBA. Currently, the search committee has
selected three outstanding candidates for campus visits; we are eagerly waiting to meet those
candidates. We will keep you updated on our dean search progress.
Sincerely yours,
Dr. Sanela Porča

SOBA Winter 2022 Enrollment
For the Spring 2022 semester, The School of Business Administration (SOBA) has enrolled
990 students in our graduate and undergraduate courses. Compared to our enrollment in Fall
2021, the School of Business Administration has had an increase in our student
enrollment. The first week of classes has given us a chance to connect with new students and
with those returning for another semester of studies. We are proud of our upward trend in
enrollment numbers during these challenging times. We are thankful for our business faculty,
who have taken on extra course loads to help with the growing demand for USC Aiken
business programs. Our enrollment growth continues to come primarily from our business
majors within our online programs, the Palmetto College and Master of Business
Administration. Regardless of the mode of course delivery, virtual or in-person, our faculty and
staff are looking forward to engaging with our business students during the Spring 2022
semester and beyond.

MBA Program
The Master of Business Administration degree (MBA) offered through the School of Business
Administration continues to flourish. In December 2021, a total of 68 MBA degree candidates
were hooded at the graduation ceremony. Hooding is a special ceremony in which our campus
recognizes the determination, hard work, and perseverance of our students who have received
a master's degree. This hooding ceremony was the first to be integrated into the USC Aiken
graduation ceremony. The hooding ceremony allowed our MBA graduate students to have
even more visibility while achieving this academic milestone. Hosting the hooding ceremony at
graduation allowed undergraduate students to envision all the possibilities of obtaining a
graduate degree from USC Aiken. The ceremony was held in the USC Aiken Convocation
Center on Thursday, December 9th, 2021.

Palmetto College Program
Our online undergraduate Business Administration degrees with concentrations in Accounting
and Management continue to succeed in providing an affordable, high-quality education
asynchronously. For the Spring 2022 semester, the School of Business Administration offered
24-course sections specifically reserved for our online students in our Palmetto College
program, which resulted in 697 seats being filled in those courses (an increase from 648 from
our Fall 2021 semester).
SOBA is currently offering 18 additional online sections that are available for face-to-face and
online students to further provide flexibility and options for our students. This would not have
been possible without the fantastic SOBA faculty, 17 of which dedicated their time, energy, and
expertise to make our Palmetto College courses accessible, engaging, and impactful to our
online students. We continue to accept online students for the Spring II semester, so we look
forward to seeing these numbers grow further. The Palmetto College team continues to work to
make sure that we are providing an engaging, impactful education for our online students and
are grateful for the support of the faculty, staff, and Aiken community.

SOBA New Hires

The School of Business Administration is pleased to introduce Professor Kevin Parker and Ms.
Monica Martin as the newest members of our unit. You can find a brief introduction of both
individuals below. Please help us welcome Professor Parker and Ms. Martin to SOBA.

Mr. Kevin Parker
Kevin Parker serves as an Instructor of Accounting for
SOBA. Mr. Parker received his BS in Finance and his MBA
with a concentration in Accounting from Winthrop University.
He has passed the Certified Public Accountant exam, and he
is a member of the Institute of Managerial Accountants and
the Institute of Internal Auditors. He anticipates completing
his DBA with a concentration in Accounting at University of
Scranton this summer. Before joining USCA, Kevin served
as an Accounting Instructor at York County Technical
College for the past 14 years. He also served as the school’s
Business Department Program Coordinator for the past five
years. At York County Technical College, he taught every
accounting course offered and was nominated as “Teacher
of the Year” by Phi Beta Kappa several times. In addition to
his academic experience, he served as Vice President of
Guardian Fidelity Mortgage in Rock Hill, SC, for 17 years. He
also worked for Mike Neil CPA’s in Rock Hill, SC, for two
years.

Ms. Monica Martin
Monica Martin joins us as the Assistant to the Dean for
Graduate and Undergraduate Programs. Monica is an alumna
of USC Aiken for her B.S in Exercise and Sports Science and
Columbia College for her M.Ed. in Higher Education
Administration. She began working professionally for USC
Aiken as a part of the School of Education in 2017. As a
university staff member, Monica aims to holistically support
students to help them succeed in the classroom, in student
involvement, and professionally. Outside of her office, Monica
can be found roller skating, playing video games, or baking.
When asked about how she feels about her new position with
the School of Business, Monica states the following:
"My entire professional career has been centered around
student success, and I am excited to bring that same energy to the position of Assistant to the
Dean for Graduate and Undergraduate Programs with the School of Business Administration at
USC Aiken. My love for higher education began years ago, when I began my educational
career right here at USC Aiken and continued through my graduate program with Columbia
College in Columbia, SC. Throughout my professional career at USC Aiken, I have
served in many different areas, including the School of Education, the Center for Student
Achievement, and now the School of Business Administration. I look forward to this new
journey with the SOBA family."

Business Advisory Council - New Members
The mission of the Business Advisory Council is to guide, promote, advise and support the
School of Business Administration in its efforts relative to the University of South Carolina
Aiken in its efforts to serve its students, state, region, and nation. The Council functions as the
board of directors of the school and provides advice and direction to the school's students,
faculty, and administrators. The School of Business Administration is pleased to welcome two
new members to the Business Advisory Council, Mr. Norm Dunagan and Mr. Charles Hartz. In
addition to being successful businessmen and entrepreneurs, both individuals serve on the

2022 Chamber Board of Directors for The Aiken Chamber of Commerce.

Norm Dunagan
With over three decades of operational and management experience,
Mr. Norman Dunagan has developed a sharp eye for how businesses
become bloated with inefficient processes and untapped waste
streams. These cost businesses tens of thousands of unneeded
dollars. Mr. Dunagan shows companies how they can retool for a
sleeker, smoother, and strategically focused plan to reduce waste by
implementing recycling programs that redefine waste items as future
resources. He founded The Dumpster Depot in 2005, and in 2015, the
forward-thinking company was named Small Business of the year 2014
by the Chamber of Commerce.
As an Entrepreneur, Mr. Dunagan has found success by motivating,
inspiring, and influencing people. He has the unique ability to help
customers envision and achieve their company's goals of Zero Waste.
His clients have ranged from Industry Giants such as Bridgestone
Americas Tire Operations, MTU America, and local small businesses all trying to make a change to less waste.
Mr. Dunagan has now founded eleven successful businesses in the
Aiken area with companies in 5 different market segments with wellknown names such as Dumpster Depot, The Alley Downtown
Taproom, Whiskey Alley, Freeloader, and Draft Society.
Mr. Dunagan is the author of The Goal Posts Journal and is a frequent
guest on local programs like "Buzz on Bizz" and "Talking it Up." He
also Co-hosts the Advanced Services/Dumpster Depot home show on
WGAC, is the host of the podcast "The Exponential Entrepreneur," and
has been featured in Waste360, an online resource for the waste
industry.

Charles Hartz
Mr. Charles Hartz graduated from Alfred University with a Bachelor of
Science in Management. He spent the first 30 years of his career
building and managing country clubs all over the United States and
abroad. Most of that time was spent working for Arnold Palmer Golf and
ClubCorp.
Mr. Hartz moved to Aiken SC to manage Woodside Plantation Country
Club, which he did for six years. He left the Club business to open four
Dunkin Donuts in Aiken and North Augusta, SC. He also opened The
Village Café in the Village at Woodside, located in Aiken, SC.
Mr. Hartz previously served as chair of the Aiken Chamber of
Commerce. He continues to serve on that board and Aiken
Corporation, Coastal Carolina National Bank Advisory Board, and The
United Way board. Mr. Hartz is also commissioner at Aiken Technical
College. He has been married to Kathryn Hartz for 18 years and has a
stepdaughter, Katie Tice.

AACSB Accreditation
The School of Business Administration has been AACSB accredited since
2000. Earning AACSB accreditation signifies a business school's
commitment
to strategic management, learner success, thought
leadership, and societal impact. SOBA faculty are committed to providing high-quality
business programs to our students and engaging in continuous improvement and review

activities to maintain this distinction.

Faculty Publications
In accordance with the AACSB scholarship standards, faculty members of the School of
Business Administration are expected to engage in (the creation and dissemination of highquality, impactful knowledge) that is aligned with the SOBA mission. We proudly present to you
the intellectual contributions of the following business faculty in the past semester.

Dr. Kathy Mack and Dr. Linda Rodriguez
Mack, Kathy S., Rodriguez, Linda C. and Fekula, Michael J. (2021) Arts-based experiential
learning: Creativity as a collaborative outcome in an online MBA program. Southeast Business
Association Research Journal, June 2021, Vol. 1(1), pp. 80-103.

Dr. Ravi Narayanaswamy
Narayanaswamy, Ravi, and Heiens, Richard A. (2022), “Finding the Optimal Social Media
Marketing Mix to Drive Customer Attraction and Sales Performance: An Exploratory Study.”
International Journal of Electronic Marketing and Retailing, Vol. 13, no. 1, pp. 65
Narayanaswamy, Ravi, and Heiens, Richard A. (2021) “The Impact of Digital Sales Channels
on Web Sales: Evidence from the USA’s Largest Online Retailers.” International Journal of
Electronic Marketing and Retailing, vol. 12, no. 3, pp. 306
Narayanaswamy, Ravi, and Heiens, Richard A. (2021) “The Impact of Digital Social
Legitimization on Website Visits and Web Sales.” International Journal of Electronic Commerce
Studies, vol. 12, no. 1, pp. 29
Narayanaswamy, Ravi, and Raja, M. (2021) “Customizing Learning Environments for Students
in Higher Education: Is It a Bridge Too Far?” Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Institute for
Operations Research and the Management Sciences, Myrtle Beach, SC.
Narayanaswamy, Ravi, and Heiens, R. (2021) “An Exploratory Examination of the Relationship
between Digital Traffic Channels and Web Sales for Hedonic Products,” Association of
Marketing Theory and Practice.
Narayanaswamy, Ravi, and Heiens, R. (2021) “An Exploratory Examination of the Impact of
Customer Service Features on Conversion Rates for Online Retailers,” Association of
Marketing Theory and Practice.

Dr. Julie Steen
Steen, J., Crews, C., and Carlson-Myer, C. 2021. "Wait? What? I Own A Business?" Southeast
Case Research Journal.

Dr. Frank Xie
Xie, F.T., Donthu, N. and Johnston, W.J. (2021), “Beyond first or late mover advantages: timed
mover advantage,” Journal of Business & Industrial Marketing, Vol. 36 No. 7, pp. 1163-1175.
Xie, Frank Tian (2021), “The Impact of Biden’s Policy on World Economy,” Tnet Trends
Quarterly, Vol. 274, 25-29, June 30, 2021.
Xie, Frank Tian (2021), “US-China Decoupling and the Realignment of Global Supply Chain,”
Proceedings of the American Association of Chinese Studies 63 rd Annual Conference (AACS)
2021, Zoom Virtual Meeting, October 16, 2021

Honoring Two Retired Business Faculty Members
Distinguished Professor Emeritus and Professor Emeritus are both distinctions that can be
bestowed upon retired faculty members upon approval of the Provost, Chancellor, and the USC
System Board of Trustees. The title Distinguished Professor Emeritus is bestowed upon a
tenured professor who holds a named or chaired professorship in their final year of service to

the university. Professor Emeritus is bestowed upon a tenured assistant or associate professor
at the time of retirement from the university. The School of Business Administration is pleased
to announce that the title of Distinguished Professor Emeritus has been conferred upon Dr.
David Harrison. The title of Professor Emerita has been conferred upon Dr. Patsy Lewellyn.
The two distinguished business professors contributed nearly half a century of combined
service to USC Aiken's mission, students, and growth. The faculty and staff of SOBA are proud
of the honors given to Dr. Harrison and Dr. Lewellyn. The School of Business Administration is
grateful for the legacies of the SOBA Study Abroad and the IESEG Exchange Program in
France that these two individuals have built for our students.

Dr. David Harrison walks to
the stage as he receives the
Distinguished Professor
Emeritus award after 23 years
of service.

Dr. Patsy Lewellyn and
Provost Daren Timmons as
she receives the Professor
Emerita award after 21 years
of service

Provost Daren Timmons, Dr.
Patsy Lewellyn, Dr. David
Harrison, and Dr. Sanela
Porca pose for a photo after
both honorees receive their
awards during Fall 2021.

SOBA Fall 2021 Events
SOBA Inaugural Women In Business Luncheon
SOBA hosted its inaugural Women in Business luncheon on Friday, October 29, 2021. The
event was SOBA's contribution to the National Women's Small Business month that celebrates
women entrepreneurs. The event was a huge success that brought together approximately 100
guests, alumni, students, our business advisory council members, and friends in the
community.
Our inaugural discussion panelists included:
Chris Engel, VP of Communications and Marketing at Augusta University
Kimberly Kanagy of Ameriprise Financial Services
Representative Melissa Oremus
Elizabeth Smith, owner of Rose Hill Inn
Prior to the panel discussion, attendees had an opportunity to socialize, network, and have
lunch together. During the panel, the four SOBA women alumni discussed the role of women in
business and their contributions to our local and state economies. The faculty and staff of
SOBA are thankful for all of the support that we received on this day. We are extremely
pleased with the number of current business students attending. The information and
knowledge shared were very insightful. We look forward to hosting our second Women in
Business luncheon in October 2022. Please lookout for information about this upcoming event.

SOBA Alumni Holiday Party
Each year, the School of Business Administration hosts a holiday
party to celebrate the year and to open an opportunity for
networking among SOBA alumni, friends, and supporters. The
2021 SOBA Holiday Alumni party was held on December 10th in
the Alley, Aiken, SC. Over 65 SOBA alumni, friends, faculty, and
staff gathered for an evening of socializing and good
conversations.
During the event, SOBA alumni who are looking to enter the realm
of politics could be found seeking advice from local and state
government officials. The youngest guests worked hard on their
reindeer ornaments to take home while their parents connected
with colleagues and community members.
SOBA faculty and staff are overjoyed to be a connector in helping
future leaders connect with established community members and
officials. The School of Business Administration is looking forward
to this coming year's party and the chance to join together again.

Mayor Rick Osbon and Angie Professor Emeritus William L.

Osbon-both SOBA Alums
alongside BAC member Betty
Ryberg and SOBA Alum
James Gregory

Shelburn, SOBA Alum and
City Council Woman Andrea
Gregory, and Distinguished
Professor Emeritus Marsha
Shelburn

SOBA Alums and Staff enjoy Some of our guests engaging
during the party
Holiday party

Two of our SOBA Alums,
Chad Matthews and Dr. Julie
Steen
discuss
alumni
engagement

Our youngest guests taking a
break after working on
reindeer ornaments

SOBA Student Achievements
December 2021 Graduates
SOBA is pleased to announce the graduation of 46 undergraduate and 111 MBA students in
December 2021. Some of our recent graduates have already started their professional careers
while others are attending graduate school. Business faculty and staff would like to
congratulate all of our graduates on this achievement. We are looking forward to sharing their
future successes in our Alumni news. Welcome to the USC Aiken Alumni family, SOBA Pacers!

Spring 2022 Internships
The School of Business Administration Internship Program is part of our career readiness
initiative. Our Spring 2022 internship cohort is our largest thus far. Our business students are
obtaining real-world experience while earning course credit hours and working for some of the
most impactful employers. Some of these businesses are:
Disney
Savannah River Nuclear Labs
Bridgestone
USC Aiken
Burkett CPA
Security Federal
Saratoga Warhorse Foundation
Cross Link Consulting

Battelle Savannah River Alliance

School of Business Student Organizations
Student Advisory Board
The Student Advisory Board (SAB) is the acting liaison between the student body and the
faculty. Members are elected by the School of Business Administration faculty and staff. The
SAB had a successful Fall 2021 semester and participated in the following activities:
Provided student perspective advice and counsel for the continuing development of the
School of Business
Provide members with opportunities for professional development
Participated in the 1 st annual Women in Business luncheon
Assisted in developing a positive image for the school of business and promoting good
relations between the faculty, administration, business community, and students of the
School of Business
Worked with staff and faculty to help prepare for the Annual Business Symposium
Created a new mission and vision statement for the SAB
SAB's mission is to assist SOBA in ensuring the high quality of the business programs.
Members of SAB organize special presentations and workshops to the student body to help
prepare students for the workplace. In the past, SAB offered a business etiquette workshop, a
personal finance seminar, and mock interview sessions. Be on the lookout for new upcoming
SAB events!

Members of the Student Advisory Board with the
panelists during the Women in Business luncheon.

SAB students assist at the Women in Business
luncheon.

Pacer Accounting Club
Pacer Accounting Club (PAC) students engaged in various activities during Fall 2021. Some of
these activities included: a resume workshop, meeting local and regional accounting firms,
participating in Farm Day, and a young alumni panel hosted in November 2021. The following
exciting opportunities for our PAC members are scheduled for the Spring 2022 semester:
January 27, 2022 - Meet and greet with SCACPA (SC Association of CPAs) CEO, Chris
Jenkins. Students can join the organization for free and learn about the many benefits of
being a CPA.
February 25-26 2022 - Beta Alpha Psi Southeastern conference in Raleigh NC
January – April – Students can volunteer with Aiken’s VITA program (Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance Program).

Recent accounting graduates return to SOBA to
participate in the Young Alumni Panel (November
2021).

SOBA students listen intensely to recent accounting
graduates as they discuss their new experiences in
their accounting professional careers.

Enactus
SOBA's Enactus students were busy during Fall
2021. The students finalized their consulting project
with the local business Cyndi's Sweet Shoppe. In
March of 2022, the Enactus students will deliver
their testable solutions on inventory management,
employee retention, packaging, and profit analysis
to the owner of Cyndi's Sweet Shoppe. The project
is led by Enactus student President Kari Mercer and
other key members, Cat Bodick, Chrysta
Stevenson, Emily Lammers, and Kayla Liley.

Beta Gamma Sigma
Beta Gamma Sigma (BGS) is an academic honor society for the top
10% undergraduate students and the top 20% graduate students at an
AACSB accredited school. BGS is dedicated to providing a lifetime
value to members by bringing programs, connections, benefits, and
opportunities to every member. Dr. Julie Steen, Assistant Professor of
Marketing and our faculty advisor for BGS, looks forward to inducting
our top students into BGS during the Spring 2022 semester.

Alumni News
If you haven't heard yet...
James Young is a 2002 SOBA graduate with a concentration in
Management. In June 2021, Mr. Young started with Savannah
River Remediation as a Radiological Protection Inspector.
SOBA would like to congratulate Mr. Young on his new position
and wish him the best of luck.

James Young
2002
During the last ten years, Ms. Angel has been fortunate to work
for international companies in various regions of the globe.
These fantastic organizations have allowed her to meet bright
individuals of different backgrounds, roles, and industries.

Sole Angel
2010

Today, Ms. Angel leads the Sales Operations team at
HackerOne, a cybersecurity company that aims to make the
internet a safer place by connecting white hat hackers with
organizations. Together they find vulnerabilities before the bad
guys do.
"As a USC Aiken SOBA alumni and former member of the USC
Aiken Women's Tennis team, I am grateful for my years as a
Pacer which helped me establish a solid personal and
professional foundation for the years after.

Personally, my kids and husband are the fuel that keep the
engine going. Children Education is a cause I care about, as
well as Women in Leadership. My motto: "Quality is not an act;
it is a habit."
Christen Engel was recently promoted to Senior Vice President
at Augusta University. Ms. Engel is an award-winning

communications and marketing executive with experience
in health care, biomedical research, higher education, nonprofits, and other professional service firms.

Christen Engel
2010

She has spent her career leveraging earned media and
institutional crises to protect and enhance corporate reputation.
Her recent successes include $40 million in earned media
value for the public positioning of corporate experts and
initiatives related to COVID-19. Additionally, she successfully
shepherded communications strategy for three mergers and
acquisitions, a five-year investigation into Georgia’s correctional
health care system, and a six-year consumer education
campaign to counter claims of wrongdoing in the arena of
animal research and welfare.
Ms. Engel earned a bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration from USC Aiken and a master’s degree in
Higher Education Administration from Georgia Southern
University. A native of North Augusta, South Carolina, Engel
currently lives in Aiken, South Carolina, with her husband,
John, her daughter, Carson, and French Bulldog, Bentley.

On November 8, 2021, Ms. Newman was promoted to Culture
and Engagement Manager for the Wilson Plant of Bridgestone,
effective November 16, 2021. She will lead a team focused on
Communications/Community Outreach, Training, Orientation,
and Kaizen/STAR Point leadership in this new role.

Ashley L.
Newman
2017

Ms. Newman began her career with Bridgestone as a Body Ply
and Inner liner Machine Technician at the Aiken PSR plant in
2012. She transferred to the Wilson, NC Plant in 2019. During
her career with Bridgestone, she served in several Continuous
Improvements capacities, Star Point Leader positions, Mixing
Crew Leader, Corporate panelist, and recipient of several
certifications and opportunities to represent Bridgestone within
Aiken and Wilson County. Ms. Newman has a Bachelor of
Science in Business Administration with a concentration in
Management from USC Aiken. She will obtain her Master of
Business Administration with a Certificate in Project
Management from East Carolina University in December 2021.
.
SOBA is pleased to welcome Jasmine Preston back on the
USC Aiken Campus in her new position as Digital Content
Specialist. In her own words, Jasmine would like to introduce
herself:

Jasmine
Preston
2018

"My name is Jasmine Preston (Cloud). I live locally in Aiken,
which I have most of my life! Being an alumnus was so great
that I decided to go back to USC Aiken and obtain my Masters
in Business Administration in Finance while also being a
working wife and mom. I graduated with a degree in Business
Administration and a concentration in marketing back in 2018.
While attending the School of Business, I interned for and was

later hired by a local marketing company. That is where I
furthered my passion for what I like to call, 'making small things
big and ideas reality.' I was the referral coordinator and was
soon promoted to the Community Coordinator position. In this
position, I researched events, managed and staffed events,
developed referral packages, and began my social media
involvement.
In 2020, I began freelancing for small businesses in our
community, where I developed my love for digital marketing
and social media specifically. I love learning about new trends
and how rapidly the digital world evolves and grows. In my free
time, I stalk many social media pages (in a healthy way) to gain
insight into what I could implement for clients. I also thoroughly
enjoy photography which plays hand in hand with my new
position as the Digital Content Specialist.
P.S. If you see me on campus, say cheese!"

Michael St.
John
2021

Michael St. John was recently brought on as Assistant Director
of External Programs for USC Aiken. Formerly he served as
Marketing Coordinator for the Etherredge Center of USC Aiken.
St. John has been a constant presence on campus since 2012
when he started his undergraduate degree in Fine Arts. He has
since achieved a Master of Business Administration,
graduating in December of 2021. Mr. St. John is driven to
optimize processes and projects and search for creative daily
operations improvements.
Mr. St. John has continued his undergraduate passion for fine
arts with ventures into photography, both professionally and
privately. He earned First in Show at the 2019 State Fair for
Fine Art Photography and regularly serves clients for weddings,
events, and portraits.
Mr. St. John is excited about the opportunities from earning an
MBA. He is looking forward to the possibilities from the
combination of an education in business with a love of art,
creativity, and imagination.

Town Creek Boutique owner, Dr. Julie Steen, along with
Aiken Chamber President/CEO J. David Jameson held a
ribbon cutting on November 23 2021. The brand-new clothing
and jewelry boutique for women is located at 101 Town
Creek Road (on the corner of Town Creek and Silver Bluff).

In Memory Of...
With great sadness, the School of Business Administration would
like to recognize the passing of one of our beloved Business
Advisory Council members, Richard "Rich" Waugh. Mr. Waugh
passed away on October 30, 2021. Mr. Waugh played a vital role
in assisting SOBA and has served on the Business Advisory
Council for over 20 years in many different capacities, including

assisting with Dean searches, AACSB accreditation visits, and
our Executive in Residence program. Mr. Waugh was very
dedicated to SOBA and was always willing to provide his
expertise in any way possible. Mr. Waugh will be greatly missed
by SOBA faculty, staff, students, and our community.

Save the Date - ABLS
Thursday, February 24, 2022
SOBA will host its annual Aiken Business Leadership Symposium, which will start at 8:30 am
on Thursday, February 24, 2022. Due to the surge of COVID-19 cases, the Symposium will be
offered in a hybrid format, with components being offered online and face-to-face. Keep an eye
out for a link to access our Symposium virtually!

Got News?
Do not forget to keep us posted on your life updates! We are always looking to feature alumni
accomplishments in future newsletters and on our Facebook page. Please share your news or
updated information by emailing us at the following address: sobaalumi@usca.edu.

Giving
Alumni and friends of the School of Business Administration can make a difference in our
community and our students' educational experience here at USC Aiken. After our inaugural
newsletter in Fall 2021, several alumni and friends used the link below to donate to SOBA.
These donations will help us provide programs, training, and education to our business
students.
Please continue giving and providing your support to the School of Business Administration by
clicking on the "Donate Now" button. Select the "USCA School of Business Administration"
hyperlink and support SOBA by providing your donation amount. We greatly appreciate all of
the support from our alumni, community, and campus family and friends.

Donate Now

UofSC Aiken School of Business Administration
803-641-3340
sobaalumni@usca.edu
https://www.usca.edu/soba
STAY CONNECTED



